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Printable Checklist (Disaster Preparedness & Recovery) 
Below is the updated checklist, incorporating seasonal weather considerations: 

​ Identify Potential Risks (Year-Round) 
​Tornadoes (primary: Mar–May; secondary: Oct–Nov; possible anytime) 
​Flash Floods (especially spring to early summer, but can happen anytime) 
​ Ice Storms & Winter Storms (Dec–Feb, sometimes into early Mar) 

​Evaluate Inventory & Assets 
​ List high-value, fragile, or sensitive equipment 
​Note hazardous materials or chemicals 

​Create an Emergency Action Plan 
​Define roles and responsibilities 
​Establish a chain of command and communication lines 
​Set up an evacuation or shelter plan 

​Secure Proper Insurance Coverage 
​Check policies for tornado, flood, and winter storm/ice damage 
​Confirm coverage for storage or transit-bound items 

​Partner with a Logistics/Crating Expert 
​Contact Craters & Freighters Nashville for custom crating and secure shipping 
​Explore short-term and long-term storage options in case of evacuation 

​Prepare Emergency Packaging Materials 
​Moisture barriers, sturdy crates, wrap, and cushioning 
​Properly label hazardous items 

​Train Your Team 
​Educate staff on packing procedures and critical item identification 
​Conduct drills for tornadoes, floods, and winter storm scenarios 

​Establish a Recovery Roadmap 
​Assign personnel for damage assessment 
​Pre-designate storage facilities or safe alternate locations 
​Keep emergency contact lists (employees, vendors, logistics partners) up to date 

​Regularly Update & Review 
​Refresh plans with seasonal changes (e.g., spring tornado season, winter storm potential) 
​Test and refine procedures annually or after any incident 

Pro Tip: Stay informed through local forecasts and emergency alerts year-round, as weather in 
Tennessee can shift unexpectedly. 
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